TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES
RESOLUTION NO. 2008-005

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE
GROVES, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING THE LOXAHATCHEE
GROVES WATER CONTROL DISTRICT APPLICATION
FOR A VARIANCE FROM THE MODIFIED PHASE |11l
EXTREME WATER SHORTAGE RESTRICTIONS AS
DECLARED BY THE SOUTH FLORIDA WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT TO PERMIT  THE
LOXAHATCHEE GROVES WATER CONTROL DISTRICT
TO MAINTAIN SUFFICIENT WATER LEVELS WITHIN
THE WATER CONTROL DISTRICT'S CANALS FOR THE
PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FIREFIGHTING SOURCE
WATER AND FIRE BREAKS FOR THE HEALTH, SAFETY
AND WELFARE OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE
GROVES; DIRECTING THE TOWN CLERK TO
TRANSMIT THE RESOLUTION TO GOVERNOR
CHARLIE CRIST, THE SECRETARY OF THE STATE OF
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND
COMMISSIONERS OF THE SOUTH FLORIDA WATER
MANAGEMENT  DISTRICT, AND APPROPRIATE
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS; PROVIDING FOR
CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR  SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, hereinafter referred to as the “Town”, is
a recently incorporated contiguous rural community in Palm Beach County, Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District, hereinafter referred to as
the "District,” an independent special taxing district of the State of Florida, operates and
maintains drainage canals within the municipal boundaries of the Town; and

WHEREAS, on December 14, 2007, the South Florida Water Management District,
hereinafter referred to as the "SFWMD" issued a Declaration of Modified Phase Il Extreme
Water Shortage Restrictions, (the "Restrictions™), which became effective January 15, 2008
within the SFWMD's boundaries; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the imposition of the Restrictions, the District is limited in the
amount of water it can withdraw from the C-51 Canal for the purpose of maintaining minimum
water levels within the canals operated by the District which are wholly within the Town's
boundaries; and



WHEREAS, the Town's primary method for suppressing fires is through the use of water
| within the District's canal system; and

WHEREAS, due to the extreme drought conditions which currently exist, the Town is
gravely concerned that the water levels in the District's canals will not be able to be maintained
at sufficient levels to provide adequate firefighting source water and a system of fire breaks that
may be necessary to suppress a wildfire or structure fire within the Town; and

WHEREAS, the District submitted an application to the SFWMD to obtain a variance to
the Restrictions in order to permit the District, under very controlled and limited circumstances,
to withdraw additional water from the C-51 Canal for the purpose of maintaining sufficient water
levels in the District's canals to suppress fires which may occur in the Town; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the adoption of this Resolution is in the best
interest of the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens, residents, and businesses located within
the Town; and

WHEREAS, based upon the foregoing, the Town supports the District's application to
the SFWMD for a variance from the Restrictions, and urges the Governing Board of the South
Florida Water Management District to approve the District's variance application.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, THAT:

SECTION 1. The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are true and correct and hereby
ratified and confirmed by the Town Council.

SECTION 2. The Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves supports the
Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District's application for a variance to be granted by the South
Florida Water Management District, and urges the Governing Board of the South Florida Water
Management District to approve the variance application submitted by the Loxahatchee Groves
Water Control District. The variance will permit the Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District to
maintain sufficient water in its canals to suppress fires which may occur within the Town of

| Loxahatchee Groves.

SECTION 3. The Town Manager is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to the
Governor Charlie Crist, the Secretary of the State of Florida Department of Environmental
Protection, the Executive Director and Commissioners of the South Florida Water Management
District, the Chair of the Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners, the County
Administrator, the Executive Director of the Palm Beach County League of Cities, and the Board of
Supervisors of the Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District.

SECTION 4. All Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the
same are repealed to the extent of such conflict.



SECTION 5. If any clause, section or other part of this Resolution shall be held by any
court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such unconstitutional or invalid
part shall be considered eliminated and will in no way affect the validity of the other provisions
of this Resolution.

SECTION 6. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and
adoption.

ADOPTED by the Town Council of the TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES,
Floridathis __ day of , 2008.
TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES,
FLORIDA

ATTEST:

Mayor David Browning

TOWN CLERK or Authorized Representative Vice Mayor

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: Council Member

Office of the Town Attorney Council Member

Council Member
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