
TOWN ()F LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA 

ORDINANCE NO. 2008-03 

AN ORDINA.NCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, 
CREATING II NEW SECTION OF THE TOWN'S CODE OF 
ORDINANCE:S, TO BE ENTITLED "GENERAL 
PROVISION~;"; TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPLICABILITY 
OF THE ~rOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE CODE OF 
ORDINANCE:S WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE 
TOWN; PROIVIDING FOR A GENERAL PENALTY FOR 
VIOLATION~SOF THE TOWN'S CODE OF ORDINANCES; 
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS,	 pursuant to Article VIII, §2(b) of the Constitlltion of the State of Florida 

and Chapter	 166, Florida Statutes, the Town of Loxahatchee Groves ("Town") has a 

governmental and corporate powers of a duly constituted municipality; and 

WHEREAS,	 pursuaIlt to Section 10(5) of Chapter 2006-328, Laws of Florida, 

hereinafter referred to as the "Town Charter", the provisions of t11e Palm Beach County Code of 

Ordinances are to apply withi]} the Town; and 

WHEREAS,	 pursuarLt to the Town Charter, the Town Council for the Town of 

Loxahatchee Groves is authorized to rescind provisions contained within the Palm Beach County 

Code of Ordinances in order to provide for the enactment of a new Town of Loxahatchee Code 

of Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS,	 t11e Tow"n Council desires to adopt the General Provisions of the Town of 

Loxahtachee Groves Code of IOrdinances as provided herein; and 
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WHEREAS, the To"rn Council finds that the adoption of this Ordinance is in the best 

interest of the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens and residents of the Town. 

NOW THEREFORIC, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCH]~EGROVES, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and confinned as 

being true and correct, and are hereby incorporated herein and made a part hereof. 

Section 2. That tIle Town of Loxallatchee Groves Code of Ordinances is hereby 

alnended by enacting a new C:hapter entitled "General Provisions" to read as follows: 

Chapter 1 GENERA.L PROVISIONS 

Sec. 1-1. How Code designated and cited. 

The ordinances embraced in the following chapters and sections shall constitute 
and be designated the "Code of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida" and 
may be so cited. 

Sec. 1-2. Rules of construction.
 

In the construction of this Code, and all ordinances, the following rules shall be
 
observed, unless tIle context clearly indicates otherwise:
 

Town. The words "the Town" or "this Town" shall be construed as if the words 
"of Loxahatchee Groves" followed the word Town, and shall extend to and 
include its several officers, agents and employees. 
County. The words "the county" or "this county" shall mean Palm Beach County 
in the State of Florida. 
State. The words "the state" or "this state" shall be construed to mean the State of 
Florida. 
Town council. When.ever tIle words "Town council" are used, they shall be 
construed to mean the Town council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves. 
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Mayor. Whenever the word "mayor" is used, it shall be construed to mean the 
Inayor of the Town of ]Loxahatchee Groves. 
Town clerk. The words "Town clerk" shall be construed to Inean the Town clerk 
of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves. 
Conrzputation of time. Whenever a notice is required to be given or an act to be 
done, a certain length of time before any proceeding shall be had, the day on 
which such notice is given, or such act is done, shall be counted in cOlnputing the 
time, and the day on which such proceeding is to be had shall not be counted. 
Gender. A word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied 
to females and to firms, partnerships and corporations as well as to males. 
Joint authority. All words giving a joint authority to three (3) or more persons or 
officers shall be constlued as giving such authority to a majority of such persons 
or officers. 
Keeper and proprietor. The words "keeper" and "proprietor" shall Inean and 
include persons, finns, associations, corporations, clubs and co-partnerships, 
whether acting by thenlselves or through a servant, agent or employee. 
Nontechnical and technical words. Words and phrases shall be construed 
according to the common and approved usage of the language; but technical 
words and phrases and such others as may have acquired a peculiar and 
appropriate meaning i][1 law shall be construed and understood according to such 
Ineanlng. 
Number. A word importing the singular nUlnber only may extend and be applied 
to several persons and things as well as to one person and thing. 
Oath. The word "oath" shall be construed to include an affirmation in all cases in 
which, by law, an affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases 
the words "swear" and "sworn" shall be equivalent to the words "affirm" and 
"affirmed. " 
Or, and. "Or" may lJe read "and", and "and" may be read "or" if the sense 
requires it. 
Owner. The word "o'wner" applied to a building or land shall include any part 
owner, joint owner, tenant in COlnmon, tenant in partnership, joint tenant, or 
tenant by the entirety, of the whole or of a part of such building or land. 
Person. The word "pierson" shall extend and be applied to associations, clubs, 
societies, firms, partIlerships and bodies politic and corporate as well as to 
individuals. 
Tenant. The word "tenant" or "occupant" applied to a building or land shall 
include any person holding a written or oral lease of or who occupies the whole or 
a part of such building or land, either alone or with others. 
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Tense. Words used in. the past or present tense include the future as well as the 
past and present. 

Sec. 1-3. Catchlines of sections. 

The catchlines of the several sections of this Code printed in boldface type are 
intended as mere catcllwords to indicate the contents of the section and shall not 
be deelned or taken to be titles of such sections, nor as any part of the section, nor, 
unless expressly so provided, shall they be so deemed when any of such sections, 
including catchlines, are amended or reenacted. 

Sec. 1-4. Effect of repeal of ordinances. 

The repeal of an ordiIlance shall not revive any ordinances in force before or at 
the time the ordinance: repealed took effect. The repeal of an ordinance shall not 
affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the repeal took effect, nor a11Y 
suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal, for an offense 
committed under the ordinance repealed. 

Sec. 1-5. Severability of parts of Code. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Town council that the sections, 
paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Code are severable, and if any 
phrase, clause, senterLce, paragraph or section of this Code shall be declared 
unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of a court of cOlnpetent 
jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, 
clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Code. 

Sec. 1-6. Amendments to Code; effect of new ordinances amendatory language. 

All ordinances passed subsequent to this Code which amend, repeal or in any way 
affect this Code, may be numbered in accordance with the numbering system of 
this Code and printed for inspection herein. In the case of repealed chapters, 
sections or subsectio:ns or any part thereof, by subsequent ordinances, such 
repealed portions ma'v be excluded from tl1e Code by omission from reprinted 
pages affected thereb\,. The subsequent ordinances as numbered and printed or 
omitted, in the case of repeal, shall be prima facie evidence of such subsequent 
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ordinances until such time that this Code and subsequent ordinances numbered or 
omitted are readopted as a new code of ordinances by the Town council. 

Amendments to any of the provisions of this Code shall be made by alnending 
such provisions by specific reference to the section nUlnber of this Code in the 
following la11guage: "That section of the Code of the Town of 
Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, is hereby amended to read as follows: ...." The 
new provision shall then be set out in full. 

In the event a new section not heretofore existing in the Code is to be added, the 
following language sfLall be used: "That the Code of the Town of Loxahatchee 
Groves, Florida, is hereby amended by addi11g a section (or article or chapter) to 
be numbered , which said section (or article or chapter) reads as 
follows: ...." The nevI provisions shall then be set out in full. 

All sections, articles, chapters or provisions desired to be repealed must be 
specifically repealed by section, article or chapter number, as the case may be. 

Sec. 1-7. Altering Code. 

It shall be unlawful for any person in the Town to change or amend by additions 
or deletions, any part: or portion of this Code or to insert or delete pages, or 
portions thereof, or to alter or tamper with such Code in any manner whatsoever 
except by ordinance or resolution or other official act of the Town council, which 
will cause the law of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves to be misrepresented 
thereby. 

Sec. 1-8. General pena~ 

In addition to any sup]plemental means of enforcement, the violation of, or failure 
to comply with any provision of this Code shall constitute an offense against the 
Town of Loxahatchee Groves, and where no specific penalty is provided therefor, 
shall subject the offentjer, upon conviction, to a fine of not to exceed five hundred 
dollars ($500.00), or iJlnprisonment for a period of not to exceed ninety (90) days, 
or by both such fine arld imprisonment. 

The judgment of the court imposing any fine, or fine and cost ofprosecution'I shall 
contain provision for a period of imprisomnent in default of payment of same. 
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The payment of fines and costs of prosecution may also be enforced sUlnmarily 
against the property of the delinquent.
 

Any condition caused or pennitted to exist in violation of any of the provisions of
 
this Code or any ordinlances of the Town shall be deemed a public nuisance and
 
shall be subject to abatelnent by the Town.
 

Each and every act, action or thing done in violation of the provisions of this 
Code, or ordinance of the Town, shall be construed, deemed and taken as a 
separate and distinct violation of such provisions of this Code, and in every event 
that a violation of this Code, or any of the provisions hereof, shall continue, each 
day of such continuance shall be deelned, construed and taken as a separate and 
distinct violation of the provisions of this Code that such condition so allowed to 
continue shall violate. 

Section 3.	 Codification. 

It is the intention of the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves that the 

provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of the 

Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida. The Sections of this ordinance may be re-numbered or re

lettered, and the word "Ordinance" may be changed to "Section", "Article", or such other word or 

phrase necessary to accomplisfl such intention. 

Section 4.	 Several')ility. 

If any section, phrase, sentence or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid 

or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a 

separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the 

remaining portions thereof. 

Section 5.	 Repeal of Laws in Conflict. 
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All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, which 

are in conflict herewith are herby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 6. Effecti've Date. The provisions of this Ordil1ance shall become effective 

upon adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTE,D BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
WXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, ON FIRST READING, THIS ~ DAY OF 

}) t J'\
) 
e/ ~ 2008. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 
L~¥HATCHEE~ROVES, ON SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING, THIS 
~DAYOF '" \ {)l,(

1 
~ 2008. 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 
FLORIDA 

ATTEST: .v-u. ~'h-v1~' 
Mayor David Browning 

~ 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL, FORM: 

\f'-~') rv~ C
\.:--~~/ .~ 

Office of the Town Attorney .. ' ~/ 

Council Member 
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